 Arusha Community Church — Morning Worship Service Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

02nd August, 2020
Prelude verse. 
But as for me, I will enter Your house through the abundance of Your steadfast love and tender mercy. At Your holy temple I will bow [obediently] in reverence for You. O Lord, lead me in Your righteousness because of my enemies. Make Your way straight before me.

Prayer;
Holy Father and maker of heaven and earth you have made all things according to your word. God of flesh, you have made us the head of creation. We are here to worship you and praise your name. May our worship be accepted by you. Let us ride on the wings of our praises and refresh our spirits in you. As we begin today, guide us toward your will.
Opening Hymn #1003. My Jesus My Savior. https://youtu.be/mqSQvoinDE4
My Jesus, my Savior
Lord there is none like You.

All of my days I want to praise

The wonders of Your mighty love.

My comfort, my shelter,

Tower of refuge and strength,

Let every breath, all that I am,

Never cease to worship You.

Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing

Power and majesty, praise to the King

Mountains bow down 


and the seas will roar

At the sound of Your name

I sing for joy at the work of Your hands

Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand

Nothing compares to the promise 

I have in Y

(2 times)
Confession of sin. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we cant free ourselves from sins power. We have sinned against you in thought word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake of your son Jesus Christ have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us and lead us so that we may want to do your will. Help us to walk in your ways that people may see our good works and glorify your name. Amen. 
God is merciful, and has given his son Jesus Christ to die for us. For his sake God forgives us all our sins. To all who believe in Jesus Christ he gives power to become the children of God, and gives them his Holy Spirit
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
The Lord is gracious and compassionate,

    slow to anger and rich in love.

9 The Lord is good to all;

    he has compassion on all he has made.

14 The Lord upholds all who fall

    and lifts up all who are bowed down.

15 The eyes of all look to you,

    and you give them their food at the proper time.

16 You open your hand

    and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways

    and faithful in all he does.

18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,

    to all who call on him in truth.

19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;

    he hears their cry and saves them.

20 The Lord watches over all who love him,

    but all the wicked he will destroy.

21 My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord.

    Let every creature praise his holy name

    for ever and ever.

Hymn # 1057. Hide me now https://youtu.be/9lvLVDCLiJs?list=RD9lvLVDCLiJs 

Hide me now

Under your wings

Cover me

Within your mighty hand

When the oceans rise and thunders roar

I will soar with you above the storm

Father you are king over the flood

I will be still and know you are God

Find rest my soul

In Christ alone

Know his power

In quietness and trust

When the oceans rise, and thunders roar

I will soar with you, above the storm

Father you are king, over the flood

I will be still, and know you are God.

(2 times) 

Be Still and know 

That I am God 

I am the God 

That healeth thee

Isiah 43:1-3

when you pass through the waters, I will be with you

and when you pass through the river they will not weep over you. 

and when you walk through the fire, you will not be burned

the flame will not set you ablaze   

For I am the LORD your God the Holy One of Israel your savior.”
When the oceans rise, and thunders roar
I will soar with you, above the storm

Father you are king, over the flood

I will be still, and know you are God.
Isaiah 55:1-5

Invitation to the Thirsty

55 “Come, all you who are thirsty,

    come to the waters;

and you who have no money,

    come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

    without money and without cost.

2 Why spend money on what is not bread,

    and your labor on what does not satisfy?

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,

    and you will delight in the richest of fare.

3 Give ear and come to me;

    listen, that you may live.

I will make an everlasting covenant with you,

    my faithful love promised to David.

4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,

    a ruler and commander of the peoples.

5 Surely you will summon nations you know not,

    and nations you do not know will come running to you,

because of the Lord your God,

    the Holy One of Israel,

    for he has endowed you with splendor.”

Romans 9:1-5
Paul’s Anguish Over Israel

9 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised![a] Amen

Hymn # 1047 God will make away https://youtu.be/1zo3fJYtS-o 

God will make a way
Where there seems to be no way
He works in ways we cannot see
He will make a way for me

He will be my guide
Hold me closely to His side
With love and strength for each new day
He will make a way,
He will make a way.
God will make a way……..

By a roadway in the wilderness, 
He'll lead me,

And rivers in the desert will I see
Heaven and Earth will fade 
but His word will still remain
And He will do something new today.
Oh, God will make a way
Where there seems to be no way
He works in ways we cannot see
He will make a way for me

He will be my guide
Hold me closely to His side

With love and strength for each new day
He will make a way, 
He will make a way

By a roadway in the wilderness, 
He'll lead me
And rivers in the desert will I see
Heaven and Earth will fade 
but His word will still remain
And He will do something new today

Oh, God will make a way
Where there seems to be no way
He works in ways we cannot see
He will make a way for me

He will be my guide
Hold me closely to His side
With love and strength for each new day
He will make a way, 
He will make a way

With love and strength for each new day
He will make a way, 
He will make a way.
Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”

16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”

17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Sermons by Derrick Mathews

“Good Trouble” [Matthew 14:13-21].

“They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” This was the mandate that Jesus gave to the disciples when they said that the crowd of people were hungry. Give them something to eat—5000 men plus the women and the children to feed. The disciples are told by Jesus to feed them all. This was too much for the disciples to handle, or so they believed.

The boy probably did not know what to expect. He knew that 5 loaves and 2 fish were not enough. Would they laugh at him, reject his offering? Yet something told him to offer what little he had to give.

Today's problems seem even more overwhelming: global warming, MeToo, Black Lives Matter, COVID-19, political polarization/suppression, and on and on and on.  We are in world that confronts us daily.  Children are home from school, and many do not even know when they might go back. What do we all as individuals have to contribute in this day and age? We may have forgotten the little that we can do.  Or do we dismiss that as not being enough? Have we forgotten that Jesus multiplies the little that we can try?

When I was in a high school Bible class, I heard a “rational” explanation for the event of the feeding of the 5000. By example of Andrew and the boy with his small amount of food (as narrated in John 6:8-9) stimulated a movement of sharing in the crowd by others who had food to share. Whether or not you accept this “rational” explanation, the fact is that it was provoked by Jesus and multiplied by Jesus. Without Him nothing would have happened. Most of the people would have remained hungry. The haves would have returned home with what they had, and the have-nots would have returned with nothing.

What can we contribute? How much can each of us give? Those are not the questions. The question is not 'what?' or 'how much?'. The question is “WILL we contribute?” Will we be partakers in the revolution that is occurring today? Will we actively participate in anti-racism, the decrease of COVID-19, the reversal of discrimination against ethnic minorities and the socially disadvantaged and our senior citizens? Shall we do our part in being peacemakers in a world fragmented along religious and political faultlines? Will we work within our own families and churches to bring about complete healing and restoration to those who are suffering from lack of communion and reconciliation with the True Healer? That is the challenge in our lives today.

We cannot accept, “This is all I have, it is not enough”  Shall we offer our 5 loaves of bread and 2 fishes in faith that Jesus with His power and wisdom will use them to take care of His people's needs, the needs of a hungry and desperate world? In the classroom to report bullying, responding against sexist remarks in a gym class, attending a rally about Black Lives Matter, writing to the boss about inequity in the work place, exposing mistreatment of seniors in an assisted living environment? We take risks to do what Jesus expects of us. This is a world in need of the spiritual food of peace, hope and love, not the junk foods of fractionalism, self-interest, greed, denial, isolationism, cronyism and hypocrisy. We are to be an offering of bread and fish to a hope starved world.

Are we too young, too small, too inconsequential? No, says the boy with 5 loaves and fish. No, says the disciple of Jesus who led him to the Master.  As followers of Jesus Christ it is now our time to act. No one is too old, nor too young, nor too inconsequential nor too unimportant. We all should get into “good trouble.”

Questions:

•
What was Jesus’ attitude towards to the crowd? What does that teach us about our motivations for today? V14

•
Why do you think the boy came to Andrew to offer his food? (See John 6:8-9)

•
What did Jesus do before He distributed the food? (v19b) Why is this important?

•
Can you recall a time when you felt called to act, but then did not because you did not think it would make a difference?

•
Do you think there is an opportunity for every Christian to respond to Jesus’ call in this world?
*Allow me to recommend the extremely readable and helpful book “How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal People”, by my friend, Pete Greig.  

Apostle creed 
I believe in God, the father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ his only son our lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate was crucified and died and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
COMMUNION:

Leader: Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his Holy Supper.

ALL: Amen. Come Lord Jesus.

Leader: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat: this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Again, after supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”

ALL: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come; your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. (Distribution of bread and wine to follow)

Leader: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

ALL: Amen.

Leader: Let us pray:

ALL: We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 
Offertory 
Offerings can be given through ACC MPESA number +255 755 992 394 in the name of Nasieku Mollel (ACC Administrator’s last name). OR deposited directly into our ACC EXIM account number: 0030023252

Offertory hymn 

To so sweet to trust in Jesus 

 https://youtu.be/-DdgkvnsHjM 

'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,

Just to take Him at His Word

Just to rest upon His promise,

Just to know, "Thus saith the Lord!"

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!

How I've proved Him o'er and o'er

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!

Oh, for grace to trust Him more!

I'm so glad I learned to trust Him,

Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend

And I know that He is with me,

Will be with me to the end.

Oh, how sweet to trust in Jesus,

Just to trust His cleansing blood

And in simple faith to plunge me

'Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

Yes, 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus,

Just from sin and self to cease

Just from Jesus simply taking

Life and rest, and joy and peace.

Offertory prayer.
For the blessings of this and all our days, we thank you, gracious God. Accept, we pray, not just this money but also our lives freely offered in gratitude for all you have done for us. Use them both, in this place and wherever you might take us. Amen.
Congregational prayer. 

· In our moments of doubt and unbelief, when worldly pressure or circumstance become the distance
between us, draw near, we pray. 
· Remind us of the grace that we first knew, your healing touch, the Fathers love, the Spirits breath. Grant us courage, a faith that endures and the sure knowledge
that you are with us in our journeying, now and always.
· As we take our worship, praise and prayer from this place and into our daily lives, may our lives be sustained through the love of our Heavenly Father. May we feel the presence of our Savior walking beside us, and know the power of the Spirit in both our actions and our words.
Lords Prayer. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours now and forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn
Hymn # 980 Draw me Close to You  https://youtu.be/7d_oYr-P16M 
Draw me close to you
Never let me go
I lay it all down again
To hear you say that I'm your friend
You are my desire
No one else will do
Cause nothing else can take your place
To feel the warmth of your embrace
Help me find the way
Bring me back to you
Draw me close to you
Never let me go
I lay it all down again
To hear you say that I'm your friend
You are my desire
No one else will do
Cause nothing else can take your place
To feel the warmth of your embrace
Help me find the way
Bring me back to you
You're all I want
You're all I've ever needed
You're all I want
Help me know you are near
Benediction. 
Rev. 5:12, 13 - Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing! …To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!
GO IN PEACE AND SERVE THE LORD
